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Fish get

- Federal service agroes

ta plek up the pace for
atebiead pmg:tlnns

Ny JUDIE MARKS
. Mered Staff Wefter
The National Marine Fishedes
Service has agreed to move more
g:ickb' to proteit steclhead in
el and Salinas rivers,
along with rivers in other paits of
the siate. .-
The species has been listed as
threatened under the federal B

dangeted Species Act sinca 1867,
-The agreement came In o

© sponse to 3 lawesuit filed in Juge

i Federal Distriet Court in Son
Francisco by a coglltion of steet
haard advneacy grompe, including
e Center for Blolaglcal Diversd
lht'l. the Alamedn Creek Allance,
e Pacific Coast Fedépption of
Flsheymen's Associations and the
Caltforda Sporifishing Frotacton

in adiministrative purgatory” said
Joif Millar, a arnay for the
Alarneda Creek Alliance, "They
are isted as threatened, ok untfi
the regulations are put In lace,
they are protected in pame ﬂnhr
Under the agreament, sipned
by Federal District Court Jodge
Susan Maton, the Mational Ma-
rine Fisheries Service will issue
proposed protecive reguistions
by Dec. 15, then, effer a Gmonth
public commenb period, isaue fi-
nalreg'uhﬁons Yy Tune 10, 2000,
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killed.

The only regulations put in place
n the past, Miller aaid, have been
amed #t sport and  commercial
Eshemaen,

“We fel Sahermean have beert une
- fairly singled out, when higeer issues

are sufficient water tow and babitat
destuction,”hesadd,.

Peter Galvin, conservation hiok-
st with the Capter for Binlogica!
Diverajty in Berkeley, sald his .
nlzafion 9 “cantously optimistic”
that the oegotintad sattement will
have the desired effect,

“If's exciting Gt finally etecThead
la golng o get sorne serlous protes-
tion, but frestrating that congetwe
tisndety, have 0 confinually sue
feleral agencies to get thesy 1o cenr
ply with the law," Galvin said, “Hoper
folly we're at the beginming of the
raud to reeovery for the aieelhead.”

Jim Lecky, chief of the Protected

ies Managernent Division of the
atinpad Marine Fisherdes Serviee in
Long Beach, said he had th admit
that "It has teken us too long to gt
tl'tll'_jimle dona.” Butht the agency in
tends o moet the agreedapon
schedule, he added,

The Endangered Spaclss Aot haa
“seneric prohibitons™ for species
isted as endangered. But it calls for

ific regulations to spe-

% that are nareed at the 1esa enit-
enl Jewvel of "threatened.”

Part of the reason for the delay,
fecky aaid, was thet the fisherica
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Naw rules witl iods it
hare being raleassed into

service has been looking ot atate
measures and programs in Califor-
nia, Washington and Oregon to sce
if they adequately provide for conser-
vation of hreatened species.

The nile will make it Segs! to
harti or il the €hreatened steel
head. Without the law, it was difficukt
0 challeage ia-American
Waier Co. when the juvenile fish
wern killed in the Carmel River, he
said, Had regulntions already bean in
place, he sofd, the water compaty
could have been ted for the
“unanthorized take” of steelhead,

“T think we've Deen working hard

geclhend  1hat \

ORYILE MYERSHarald flle phota

to harm o ki the threatanad steslbead, shawn
Carme! River ardler thia yaar.

on some very tough, controversial
progeams,” T e said “That's taleen
tne, ¥ will ackmowledpe it has teken
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s a long fme. We were elling them |
the rule is comlng, and they got fius-

trated with hegring that,"

Qrher tivars covered by the Bt
coming jons include the Sao
rmments Hver, the Yuba Rber In
Yuba County, itas Creck in
Marin Caunly,
Alameda County, the Guadalupe Riv-
er in Sants Clara Counfy, Gazos
Creelk in San Mates County and San-

2 Creel I

ta Bosa and Arroyo Grande creeksin

an Luls Obispo County.
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